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Editor's

U pd a.te .. by Judy Aitken

Then He said to him, “ A certain man gave a great supper and invited
many, and sent his servant at supper timeto say to those who wereinvited,
‘Come, for all thingsarenow ready.’ But they all with one accord began to
make excuses. . . . Then theowner of the house became angry and ordered
his servant, “ Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and
bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and thelame.” * Sir,” the servant
said, “What you ordered has been done, but thereis still room.” Then the
master told his servant, “ Go out to the roads and country lanes and make
them comein, so that my housewill befull. | tell you that not one of those
men who wereinvited will get ataste of my banquet” (Luke 14:21-23NI1V).

April 5, 2005
Greetings from Cambodial What a

pleasure, to writefromthefield. Itisexciting
to seg, firsthand, the incredible ways God is
working. Many of the pastors, church plant-
ersand Bibleworkers|’ ve been meeting with
aresupported by ASAPdonors. Itisgresat that
all God's workers, work together under the
Cambodia Adventist Mission, focused on a
common goal: going out into the streets, the
alleysand the country roadsinviting al to par-
takeof Christ’sbanquet. Cambodia, Vietham,
Thailand and Laos are among the thousands
inthird world, poor countriesthat are embrac-
ing the gospel. Not too busy and without ex-

cuses they have eagerly accepted the King's
invitation (seetext above) —aready thisyear
in Cambodia, over 1,200 people can be added
to those who will sit with Christ at his ban-
quet.

Yesterday Dr. Mary Ann McNeilusand |
were warmly welcomed by more than 100
very poor church members from the Kok
Thrach village church located in Siem Reap
Province. It wasathrill towalk into the newly
built bamboo and thatch church that ASAP
donorshave so kindly given these members.
They were excited to give us a tour and
worship with us. | cannot put into words my
joy as| listened to their words of gratitude.

ASAP
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If you are among those who have given for
churches-those expressions of appreciation
belong to you aswell.

What made the experience even more
touching wasthefact that these membersare
so poor. Ninety percent of them arericefarm-
ers. Seventy-five percent recently had their
crops destroyed by drought that ravaged the
area. This crop wasto tie them over for the
next few months until they plant again. Now
they wait for rain and ration their rice from
last year’s harvest. The leader of this group
reported these facts matter-of-factly in re-
sponse to my questions, but the subject she
most emphasized wasthe amazingway God's
power hasworked in the lives of so many of
the members of this church. Her face radi-
ated with joy as she recounted testimonies
of lives changed as people have been brought
to know God. Indeed, when | opened the
church serviceupto prayer requests. Thefirst
request made was for other people in other
villagesand provincesto |earn about the God
they love. Only later did several elderly men
raise weathered, thin handsto request prayer
for rain, to which the rest of the members
unanimously agreed.

As| looked out over this congregation of
our SDA brothers and sisters, | marveled at
their faith. Gaunt, hungry, thin faces sat be-
fore me, yet spreading the gospel to others
was soimportant. We couldn’t leave thisgroup
knowing there were women, children, many
elderly members and whole families without
food. We left sacks of rice (per kindness of
ASAP donations) to bedistributed and shared

among the membersand villagersin need.
April 13, 2005

Wearevisiting many new church-planting
sitesin the capitol city of Phnom Penh today.
District Pastor Touch Sarith has taken us to
Ban Ty Sleuk District where ASAP is being
asked to support achurch-planting project. In
over thirty yearsof missionary service, living
andworkinginAsia, | havenever encountered
worse conditions. ASAPIsplanting churches
inthe slums of Phnom Penh, Cambodia—the
most impoverished, overcrowded, filthy liv-
ing conditionsyou could possibly imagine. Yes,
evenworsethan therefugee camps (the camps
at least had a sewer system and organized
housing). These slums, home to thousands of
families with children, lie in the shadows of
tall, modern apartment buildings. Forgotten,
ignored, hated, those living here converged
onthecity, mostly fromthe countryside. With
nowhereto live, these dums are home. Vang
VaNy, alay pastor in this Slum region who
accompaniesus, isthankful for the scorching,
tropical heat. “Otherwise,” hesays, “ Our walk
would be slow because these dusty pathsturn
tomud when it rains.”

| am struck, once again, by the children.
“Hello Jesus man, hello Jesus man,” they
shout out aswewalk by their makeshift shan-
ties. Curious little heads poke out of win-
dowsand many runto join the crowd of chil-
dren following us. In threadbare clothing,
many with early signs of malnutrition and
protein deficiencies, they smile and wave,
calling out, “Hello Jesus.” Lay pastor VaNy
(testimony, p. 10) does not wait for me to
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ask. “ They hear me talk about Jesus, so they
call me Jesus man,” he says with a smile.
Many of the adults also stop what they are
doing to extend afriendly wave or wai (tra-
ditional Khmer greeting). It is apparent that
VaNy isrespected and loved by these people
who see him as a caring Christian teacher.
Mingled in with thewomen and children are
many handicapped men. Outside of Afghani-
stan, Cambodia has the highest number of
amputees than any country in the world.
Many wear makeshift prostheses.

Westepinsideoneof thethousandsof shan-
tiesto meet anew believer. Sheisthrilled with
our arrival and gracioudly invites usinto her
home, offering us a glass of water. We take
off our shoes and seat ourselves on a thread-
bare mat. Her husband is away, she explains.
Heworksat alocal constructionsitefor $2.00
aday (hardly enoughtofeed hiswifeand their
three small children). But thisisnot thefocus
of our conversation. Instead, she tells of the
joy and peace shehasfound in knowing Christ
and her lovefor thenew SDA church built not
far from her home. She gathers her children
and they join us as we continue our walk to
thischurch-planting siteto seethetemporary
church that membersbuilt (from ASAPdonor
support). We passthrough anarrow ally —lit-
erally stepping through the garbage. The
stenchisnearly unbearable.

The members are waiting for us when we
arrive — crowded into their new church, we
are greeted with smiles and praise songs and
proudly they show us their new church - a
simple, square, unfinished building constructed

of brick and cement with no windows, a dirt
floor andlittleelse. My first impression of the
simple structureisnot positive, however | at-
tribute it to the destitute surroundings that
seem to pale into the background as we wor-
ship with this wonderful group of people.
Truly, | feel the presence of Christ in this
humbleplace. | feel thewarmth of the people
and listen to them lift their voices in joyful
songs of praise to God.
May 5, 2005

Asl now look back onmy trip, that church
sitting in the middle of the slum, one of the
worse places | have ever set foot, is one of
the most beautiful places| have ever been.

We havefilled thisissue with updatesand
reports from the field. Accounts of how the
gospel is spreading and churches that are
being built are sureto inspireyou. With your
help, ASAPisin the business of supporting
the national s of Southeast Asiato go out and
invite all who will listen to heaven. We are
building Christ’s kingdom by planting the
seedsof Hislovein peoples’ hearts. With your
support, the poorest of the poor are embrac-
ing the invitation from our King (see Bible
text on pg. 4). Courageous Southeast Asian
pastors and Bible workers enter remote vil-
lages, poor farming villages, cities and now
theslumswith the preciousinvitation and the
hope only found in Jesus Christ.
Thank you for building HisKingdom as
hundreds and thousands are given the
opportunity to lift their voicesto heavenin
prayers, in song and inrejoicing. He
wants all at His banquet table. &5
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\Lord" (Matthew 25:21). /

We would like to thank the following individuals for their gifts given in loving
memory of thosethey cared for deeply:

Thank you, Nicole and Terry Mattson for your gift given in memory of your son,
Tyler Day who passed away on November 18, 2004 at the age of 19 in Battle Creek,
Michigan. We arethankful for Tyler’sbig heart for missionsand hisgift that wasincluded
inthisoffering.

Thank you, Charles and Pearl Martin, Margaret Meelhuysen, Irmgard S. Hooper,
Pastor and Mrs. Thanh Pham, Celine Perumal and Jay and Eileen Lantry for your gifts
givenin memory of Judy Aitken’sfather, Dr. Boyd Olson who passed away on Decem-
ber 28, 2004 in WallaWalla, WA. Jay Lantry wrote, “| enjoyed working with him at the
Far Eastern Division. He was awonderful man.”

Wesincerely thank Jim and Dottie Davidson for their gift givenin memory of Dottie's
cousin, Josephyne Shasky Howard Clough. Dottie Davidson wrote, “ She was avery
special cousin who was the most giving person | know, and my mentor.”

We also thank Valerieand Daniel Morikonefor their gift givenin memory of Valerie's
oldest brother, Orlyn Hamel who passed away in January 2004,

We send our appreciation for the gift given by Lois Simpson in memory of her hus-
band, Darrell Simpson, of Tampa, Florida. We also appreciate the loving giftsgiven in
hismemory from their children.

We also send our appreciation to Anita Kohler for her gifts given in memory of her
husband, Hans K ohler, aswell asin memory of her cousin, Boyd Olson.

To each of these individuals and familieswho grieve the loss of a loved one, we
send our deepest sympathy and condolences. We join you in looking forward to a
reunion in heaven and hearing Christ’s words, “Enter thou into the joy of Thy
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Please Pray
for Church Planting Needs . . .

e A supporter ($50 per month) for 200 pastors/church planters
(ASAP isasupporter of national SDA pastors/Bible workers/
Church planters who work under the radio ministry in Vietnam)

e Bibles, Biblelessons, literature, books on the Sabbath

e Evangelism and training tapes, DVDs and CDs

e Repair of 25 house churches @ $200 each

e Shortwave radios @ $25 each - 2,000 radios needed

e Support ($100 per month) for 37 church planters/Bible workers

e Fifteen temporary churches @ $400 each

e Food for new believers and children in Phnom Penh who are
suffering, hungry, sick and destitute

e Support for 50 lay Bible workers ($30-$40 per worker, per month)

e Evangeism materials - Bibles, Bible lessons and hymnals

e Phnom Penh permanent church buildings (2) $90,000

In Thailand and Laos. . .

e Laos—Support needed for five pastors and 10 lay Bible workers @
$30 per month

e Thailand—Support is needed for 10 additional lay pastors @ $50
per month

e Thailand—training of tribal workers, $8,000

e Evangelism needs (Bibles, Bible lessons and hymnbooksin the
Thai/Laolanguage)

ASAP 7



CAMBODIA

Pleading With God

by Scott Griswold

hirteen years ago my wife, Julie, and |
landed in Thailand and headed tothe Cam-
bodianrefugee camps. Weweregreenmis-
sionaries straight out of college, volunteering
for Adventist Southeast AsiaProjects (ASAP).

Itwas1992. Cambodiahad suffered geno-
cideand occupation. They wereabout to have
their first democratic election. Several hun-
dred thousand refugeeswere being repatriated
by the busloads, many of them scared to re-
turn to their country. There was no Seventh-
day Adventist Church in the entire nation.

Julieand | found 300 church membersstill
inthe camps. Many othershad been baptized
through the ministry of ASAP, ADRA and
othersbut had immigrated to other countries.
Soon the 300 refugees left to return and
would be scattered. We were thrilled at the
opportunity to help prepare them to start
churches wherever they would go.

But what did we know? We had never
planted a church, we had not learned their
language and we really did not know their
culture. So, we shared someof God'schurch
planting principlesfrom Scripture, and urged
each of them to lead people to Christ, start-
ing with worship groupsintheir homes. Then
we prayed with them as they climbed into
their buses and headed for the unknown.

Over the next couple of years we would
hear storiesof churchesplanted by thesevery
people and the few Khmer lay pastors who
had been | eft in the camps beforewe arrived.
Church planting for them was not an option.
It was something that had to be done if they
were to have a place to worship and if their

country was to know God.

| suppose God feelsthat way, too. Church
planting for Him is not an option; it is abso-
lutely essential if His children from every
nation, tribe and tongue are going to know
their Father. In the same way, should it not
beevery Christian’spriority?

Time and again the volunteers saw that
often God usesweak and inadequately trained
peopleto plant His church. We slowly came
to realize that was us! We struggled to learn
Khmer. Wewrestled with how to share Jesus
with people in a Buddhist, spiritualistic and
war-torn context. Julie poured herself into
helping slum-dwellers have jobs. We taught
English, and took peopleto the hospital. We
partnered with three young Khmer men to
sharethegospel. Finaly, therewere baptisms
and two small house churches. What ajoy!

But God had more to teach us. Within a
short time, unfaithfulnessand evenimmoral -
ity blasted our two groups. There was al-
most nothing left. We cried. We asked God,
Why this had this happened? Weworked so
hard! Inthestilinessweheard Him say, “You
did not pray.”

“Not pray?’ wequestioned, “Wearemis-
sionaries. Of course, we prayed.” Againwe
were sure we heard Him say, “You did not
pray asif what | can do is greater than what
you can do.”

| knew it was true. At the core my trust
had been in methods and my headwork. It
had failed. We began to pray and God began
to work. While we were there we did not
see a mighty church planting movement
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acrossthe city of Phnom Penh like we hoped
for. Instead, bit by bit God strengthened His
church and built it His own way.

The twenty Khmer lay pastors, most of
whom were supported by ASAP, were strug-
gling with the same things. God brought us
together to seek Him for answers. We prayed
to know how to share the gospel in a Cam-
bodian way. We asked Him how to deal with
problems of poverty and evil spirits. In our
weakness, He taught us. In our dependence
He began to bless.

Together with the pastors we created a
special set of Biblestudieswith Khmer stories
and proverbsthat introduced God'sstory. We
prayed for one another and we kept trying to
make our groups strong and to start new ones.

Julie and | returned to the United States
in 1998, taking our Thailand-born children,
Joelle and Nathan, with us. With our work
handed over to the local people, we would
have to pray for the continued planting of
God's church from afar.

After three years of pastoring in Califor-
nia, we returned to Southeast Asia to direct
the Buddhist Study Center in Thailand, seek-
ing to find more effective waysto communi-
cate God's love among Buddhists. What a
joy ithasbeentovisit Cambodiaagain. There
| havelearned more about God’s methods of
planting His church.

| saw God put together His methods for
training church planters. 1n 2002, global pio-
neers were trained by Khmer pastors who
taught them in the morning and went out to
do ministry withthemin the afternoon. That
iswhat Jesus did with His disciples. Every
new member needs an older brother or sister
to train and help them closely, do they not?
The entire city of Phnom Penh was divided
into sectionswith pioneersand pastorsevenly
divided throughout. The vision wasto reach
everyone. The method was to care holisti-
cally for people one by one.

Nine months later we watched approxi-
mately 1,500 interests crowd into the first

SDA public evangelistic meetingsin Cambo-
dia. We rejoiced as we watched the baptism
of nearly 1,000 baby Christians become new
members of the church.

Hasit stopped there? No. More pioneers
have been trained and now each new mem-
ber isbeing discipled to be strong in God and
to witness to others using a newly created
set of lessons called Growing in the Spirit.

God’s church has been planted in Cam-
bodia. How hasit happened? Paul planted,
Apolloswatered, but God gavetheincrease.
“So then neither he who plants is anything,
nor he who waters, but God who gives the
increase” (I Corinthians 3:6-7). That is a
powerful text! Good training and mentoring
is helpful. The message should be contex-
tualized, given in away that fits the culture.
People have needs that should be cared for.
But God'’s church has been planted in Cam-
bodia mostly because pastors and pioneers
knew they needed a great God to do any-
thing worthwhile and they pleaded with Him
to do something great.

Areyou doing the same? Are you gently
planting seeds of truth at your workplace and
inyour neighborhood? Areyou watering new
interestsand new memberswith kindnessand
careful mentoring? Have you considered
partnering with othersto plant achurch among
the unreached ethnic groupsin your commu-
nity or in another nearby city? Areyou plead-
ing with God for unreached nations and pour-
ing as much of your money as possible into
theonething Jesussaid MUST happen before
He comes (Matthew 24:14)? Heis planting
His church. He will finish the job. Let us
unitewith Him for Hisjoy and ours. &

Scott Griswold is
director of the Global
Mission Buddhist Study
Center in Thailand
where he resides with
his wife and their three
children..
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Author Vang Va Ny (first row center) is planting churches in three districts of Phnom
Penh. Touch Sarith (first row, right) was south Phnom Penh district pastor, mentor
and teacher of Vang Va Ny. He is currently district pastor of Kampong Cham
Province. Leaders and church members active in withessing are from the Odom
Church in the southern district of Phnom Penh.

The Least of These

by Vang Va Ny

was not thefirst in my family to believein

Jesus. Viren, my eighteen year old sonand

Thida, my fifteen year old daughter were
told about Jesus by a worker named Sao
Sarout. They call him Jesus Man. They were
excited to know Jesus. They shared Him with
their mother and me. My wifelistened and ac-
cepted the Lord. However, it was a different
story with me.

At first | criticized my family for believ-
inginaforeigner’'sGod. | called them names
and lashed out at them. | sunk deeper into
my bad ways of smoking, drinking and do-
ing other wrong things. We were very poor
and | felt hopeless and angry with my situa-

tion. But Jesus made my wife and children
very patient and kind to me, even when | was
not good to them. | was astonished at the
change that Jesus made in their lives. | felt
that 1, too, must have this power that comes
when you know thisGod. Oneday | asked if
| could go with themto the church. Asl stud-
ied the Bible and listened to the preacher, |
too, saw a change in my life. Jesus Christ
hel ped meto stop smoking, drinking and best
of all, He helped me be peaceful inside. My
family and | werevery happy.

At thistime, | made my living asamotor
taxi driver. | alsoworked in construction jobs
and helped my wifeto sell bread and cake at
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the local school. We come from poor fami-
lies, we have always been poor and we live
in the poorest district of Phnom Penh onland
that is the property of the government. Our
neighbors al have low income, too, despite
working very hard, often with severa jobs.
Whatever the occupation of my neighbor,
they are poor, just as my family.

After | was baptized about two years ago
| joined my wife Vandy, and we began shar-
ing Jesus with our neighbors and everyone
whowill listen. Soon many peopleinmy dis-
trict met together to learn about God. When
the CambodiaSDA Mission learned about my
workingin my sparetimefor God, they hired
meto beafull-time pioneer lay pastor. | was
very excited to be hired to do what | enjoy
so much. | was excited to receive payment
for something my wife and | would do for-
ever, for free.

The Cambodia SDA Mission asked meto
work in poor districts of south Phnom Penh.
| do this work for God by going house to
house to make friendswith the people. Itisa
privilege for meto work with the many poor
people in my district who suffer from pov-
erty, hunger, sickness, illness, addictions of
alcohol, gambling and many other problems.
| understand them and know how they feel. |
know that, without God, | would bein their
position. With God, | can help them out of
their darkness and give them abig happiness
andjoy intheir life: living for Jesus. When |
sit with sick people and when | listen to sad
experiences, | always offer prayer. Prayer is
away to reach inside my people'shearts. As
| depart, | always leave a tract. This gives
me opportunity to return to ask if they have
guestions about the tract that | Ieft or if they
would like more tracts.

When | beganworking for God, | washesi-
tant because | thought, “| havefew skillsand
few tools of my trade.” But then | realized
that together my wifeand | have many skills
andtheBibleisfull of toolsto soothe people’'s
pain and to give healing in the mind and the

heart. Then, Dr. Mary Ann McNeilus taught
about God' shealing power through prayer and
how to have good health. She dso instructed
us on simple, natural waysto heal many dis-
eases and illnesses. In Cambodia, religious
workers like my wife and me are seenin the
same way as the monk. People expect the
monk to help them, and in the same way, many
people ask me for help. Thisiswhy | am so
grateful for God's blessings to give my wife
and me wisdom to help our people and lead
them to God.

Now two years have passed since the Cam-
bodiaSDA Mission hired metowork for God.
| amvery happy and surprised to seehow God
has worked for Khmer people to bring them
to God'sfamily. Now, one hundred and forty
people have accepted the Lord and have been
baptized through our service for Him during
the past two years. We thank the L ord for the
two church groups that have been planted in
thevillages of Odom and Cham KaMorn.

| feel so happy to share Jesusin my dis-
trictsand help poor peoplelike mysdlf to have
faith and be saved. Now | see God'splanfor
my life. My wife and | thank the Lord that
He has given us this opportunity to serve
Him. We al so thank everyone who supports
Cambodian pastors like myself. May God
giveyou many blessingsfor your kindnessto
help tell others about Jesus. &

Vang Va Ny visits a poor family in Ban Ty
Sleuk district of Phnom Penh.

ASAP
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VIETNAM UPDATE

Commandenr
IN ChhiieT

by Isah Young

W hat an honor and privilegeitisto labor
in God'svineyard. Our vision, impressed
upon ushy God, isto have ahouse-churchin every
village across the country of Vietham. Ten years
ago, therewere no house churches. Today, thereare
morethan 2,000 house churches, with an estimated
40,000 believers participating in Sabbath obser-
vance. Reportshave comein from thedistrict pas-
tors of more than one million people who not only
listen to the radio broadcast but are also worship-
ing on Sabbath. Though evangelism and worship-
ping in house churchesisillegal with the govern-
ment, we are accountable to a higher authority —
theAuthority of the universe. With God as our com-
mander in chief, we can pursue our objective with
confidence. Through His power, the mission will
be completed. God knowswhat isbest, what ismost
effective and appropriate for His work. We may
think wearein control, but despite our best efforts
to plan and execute, the ultimate control isin God's
hands. How is God working to accomplish His
mission of establishing ahouse churchin every vil-
lagein Vietnam?Hisguiding hand isat work aswe
work toimplement thefollowing:

1. Wehelp our member srealizetheir respon-
sibility.

All who have experienced God's saving power
through the Lord Jesus Christ have a responsibil-
ity to share that blessing with others. We help our
membersrealizethisfact and instill within thema
burning desire to witness their faith. The Bible
makes clear thismission of al believershy stating,
“But you are achosen people, aroya priesthood, a
holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you
may declarethe praisesof Himwho called you out

of darknessinto Hiswonderful light” (I Peter 2:9).
God called Abraham and blessed him and his de-
scendants so they can be the source of blessing to
all nations (Genesis 12:1-3). A blessing shared will
return to blessthe giver. When all of our members
realizetheir responsibility to share Christ, they will
do everything for God'sglory.

2. Weplant good quality seeds.

| often remind the pastorsin Vietnam that our
primary task isto abidein Jesusthrough HisWord.
If wedo not do this, forget about everything else.
Who isthe Lord of our heart? We cannot force a
treeto bear fruit. A tree cannot forceitself to bear
fruit. A healthy tree will naturally bear an abun-
danceof fruit. The primary concern of our believ-
ersisto connect to Jesus, exhibit the fruit of the
spirit, and then, fruit will automatically result.
When we spend timeto pray, to study God'sWord,
Jesusprovidesour directioninlife, tellsuswhere
to go, guides us to meet people we have never
known beforeand asaresult, churchesareformed.
These are the churches that will be healthy and
continue to bear fruit for the Lord.

“Remaininme, and | will remaininyou. No
branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in
thevine. Neither can you bear fruit unlessyou re-
maininme” (John 15:4).

3.Weurgeour believerstotakefull advan-
tage of every opportunity to share Jesus.

When the pastors and members are right with
the Lord, connected to Jesus and filled with His
Spirit and His Word, opportunity will present it-
sef. “1 know your deeds. See, | haveplaced before
you an open door that no onecan shut. | know that
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you havelittle strength, yet you have kept my word
and have not denied my name. . .” (Revelation 3:8,
9). When we are faithful to the Lord, even theen-
emieswill comeand acknowledgethat and join us.
We teach our believers to take advantage of
every opportunity to share Jesus: at a birthday
party, memorial service, funeral service, New Year
celebration, Christmas, National Independence
Day, weddings, every visit they maketotheir rela
tiveor friends, while shopping, while conducting
business and while chatting with the stranger sit-
ting next to them on the bus. These are al oppor-
tunitiesto reach out and give a precious gift.
Through thekind support of ASAPreaders, we
are ableto provide some assistance to help equip
our pastors, Bibleworkersand believerswith sup-
pliesto aid their efforts: Bibles, tracks, Bibleles-
sons, cassettetapes, VCDs, DV Ds, pamphletsand
books. Becausethisisan underground movement
of the people, mass communication viatraditional
meansisnot possible. Wemust rely on the people.
And we repeatedly receive reports of how thisis
being done. For example, werecently learned of a
lay member who rode abus from one town to an-
other. The busdriver turned on pop music for the
passengersto enjoy. Themember asked thedriver

if hewould like something different tolisten to, and
he gave a tape of the SDA radio program to the
driver. The driver played the tape and liked it. He
turned thevolume up. Conversationsin the crowded
bus stopped —everyonelistened to the sermon tape.
When it was over, the driver asked for more tapes.
Another member asked to borrow the DVD player
that circulates, on loan, to house churches. Hewas
going to another village and wanted to play the ser-
mons for his relatives. We just received word the
other night, that there are seventeen families from
this relative's village who have requested Bible
study in preparation for baptism tojoin our church.

4.Wetrain new memberstorepeat thecycle.

Thesefour stepsare put into placewith each new
house church. And the L ord blesses us. For this, we
areadll indebted to the Lord. But the debt istoo high
- no onecan pay that debt. Thankfully, our Lord Jesus
paid the debt for each one of us. To live for Him is
the most rewarding purpose of our lives. May God
bless and guide each one of us so that one day we
can meet our commander in chief in person. Until
that day in our heavenly home, please continue to
pray for usaswefollow Hisdirectives. &3
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Pastor Isah Young’s work for God includes being the speaker of Peace and Happiness
radio broadcast, pastor of three Seventh-day Adventist churches in southern California,
as well as leader of the house church movement in Vietham. Isah Young and Judy Aitken
visit with district Pastor Hoang Kim Vinh in the field.
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VIETNAM UPDATE

Power From on High

by Hoang Kim Vinh

My nameisHoang KimVinh*. | presently
serve God as a district pastor of 35 house
churcheswith 672 members. All pastorshave
acover occupation becauseit would beille-
gal for me to report to the government that
my occupation is apastor. For thisreason, |
work at my job | had before | came to know
God. | am afinancia advisor in the area of
business. Thisjaob allows meto travel to the
villages in my district to teach and preach
about God. Before | was a Christian | was
also inthe business of loaning money.

| come from a Buddhist family. We wor-
shipped our ancestorsfor many generations.
| often felt nothing positive cameto passin
my life asaBuddhist. | recall one borrower
who defaulted on amajor loan. | tried to re-
cover theloan. In my efforts| visited aBud-
dhist monk who was afortune-teller. He did
not help me. Shortly after this, in 1998, | met
a Christian who talked about Jesus Christ.
He gave me abook about salvation and told
me to listen to the Peace and Happinessra-
dio broadcast. My family and | then became
Christ’sbelieversand began worshipping in
my sister’ shouse.

In my former Buddhist beliefs there was
no satisfaction or hope of salvation. | thank
the Lord for the knowledge of God's truth

that | received by listening to theradio broad-
casts. When my family became Seventh-day
Adventist members we were criticized and
|ooked down on by relatives, friendsand the
local authorities. However, we now have
peace and assurance of God'slovefor usthat
we never had when wewere Buddhists. Jesus
Christisthe source of everythingin my life.
All blessingsarefrom Him.

God givesmepower todo Hiswork. | start
my day with prayer and Biblestudy. Then| go
out to visit house church members and the
leadersineachvillage. | usemy bicycleinvis-
iting the homes of membersin nearby areas. |
aso givetraining to the leaders.

Theleadersand volunteer Bibleworkers
go out everyday to do work for God, also.
The first step is to make friends. They be-
come acquainted with the people, they visit
their homes and show them the Bible study
lessons. If the people agree, they teach the
Bible lessons. Then they give tapes with
more Bible lessons and books on the Sab-
bath. The Bible workers return to encour-
agethe new believers.

The pastorsand Bibleworkersin my dis-
trict suffer alot of persecution by local au-
thorities and the police. We are objects of
arrest. They accuse usof havingillegal gath-
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erings and evangelism. One way we escape
government scrutiny is by having a person
stand guard at the house where we are wor-
shipping. Thisperson givesthealarmintime
sowe can hideour Bibles, Biblelessonsand
hymnbooks.

Recently when the police questioned me
astowhy | worship on Saturday, | told them
that in Vietnam we have aday to commemo-
rateHo Chi Minh. | asked them, “What would
you think if | changed that day? | cannot
change the law of our King. The same way,
our God has a government. He tells His
peopl e to keep the Sabbath day holy. That is
why we worship on the seventh day as the
Sabbath.” When | gave them this answer
some police looked interested and just told
usto stop worshipping God; however, other
times | have been taken to the police station
to beinterrogated for many hours. They tell
usthat they arrest us because we do not have
apermit to do evangelism. The government
never gives permitsfor this. After our arrest,
we are usually summoned to report to the
police everyday for fifteen days. They aso
giveuslargefines.

About six months ago God led me to a
wholevillage of approximately 300 families
who listen to the Peace and Happiness ra-
dio broadcast. It wasathrilling experience. |
worshipped on the Sabbath with them intheir
house churches where | taught them Bible
truth. When the police discovered they were
Chrigtians, they expelled all thefamiliesfrom
the village. These people (men, women and
children) wandered in the jungle for many
days until they settled down on a hillside
wherethey began collecting bamboo to make

houses for their families. Again, the police
did not allow them to stay there and pushed
themto adistant, remote areaand al so thresat-
ened them if they did not give up Christian-
ity. However, they continued to be strong in
faith and did not stop worshipping God in
their homes on Sabbath. From the remote
place they have to walk one day to the clos-
est market to sell bamboo and thatch that they
find in the jungle. The leaders sent messen-
gers to ask me to come to resume teaching
them. When | went there the police stopped
me at the checkpoint at the village entrance.
The authorities have branded my ID card to
show that | am a Christian. When the police
saw this, they did not let me enter the vil-
lage; however, | have been able to smuggle
Bibles, Biblelessonsand literatureto thevil -
lage. | am ableto teach theleaderswho come
to me, though they are not allowed to be out
of their village for more than three days.
We are very thankful to the people from
ASAP who have helped usto have stipends,
travel allowance, Bibles, religiousbooksand
materials. We pray for God to blessyouwho
areour sponsors. We also need your prayers.
Please pray for meand my peoplewho suffer
much persecution for our faith in God.

Editor’s note: Pastor Hoang Kim Vinh
isone of the 200 district pastorsin Vietnam
who needs our support this year. Each pas-
tor who receives our support is a district
leader or assistant to the leader of districts
of house churches. The average stipend
givenis$50 per month (travel expensesare
also covered in this). &

*Nameis changed for safety reasons.
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